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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this 
application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
6/15/05 has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1-6 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: Claim 1 has a minor typographical error. Claim 
1 recites u the maters" at line 5 of the claim instead of "the 
masters." Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

{e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
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invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 

4. Claims 1,2,5, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Christiansen et al . (U.S. Patent No. 
5,983,302 hereinafter "Christiansen"). 



5. Referring to claim 1, Christiansen teaches a method of bus 
priority arbitration driven by data used in a bus system that 
comprises a bus and a plurality of masters connected to the bus, 
wherein each master can output a request for a grant to use the 
bus, the method comprising: 

sequentially responding to the request of each master 
according to a predefined orderly rotation, wherein the masters 
are considered as a group (see lines 34-56 of column 5) / 

stopping a response to the requests of the masters 
according to the predefined orderly when data for one of the 
masters is ready (see lines 27-37 of column 6) ; 

attributing highest priority to the master which the data 
is ready for the grant to use the bus (see lines 27-37 of column 
6) / 
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performing the data transfer using the bus (see lines 27-37 
of column 6) ; and 

resuming a response to the requests of the masters 
according to the predefined orderly rotation (see lines 38-49 of 
column 6) . 

6. Referring to claim 2, Christiansen teaches the bus is a 
peripheral component interconnect (PCI) bus (see item labeled 12 
in figure 1 ) . 

7. Referring to claim 5, Christiansen teaches the step pf 
resuming the response to the requests of the masters according 
to the predefined orderly rotation is performed from the master 
which request evaluation has been stopped (see lines 46-59 of 
column 7) . 

8. Referring to claim 6, Christiansen teaches the steps of 
resuming the response to the requests of the masters according 
to the predefined orderly rotation is performed from the master 
which data transfer has been performed (see lines 46-59 of 
column 7) . 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made . 

10. Claims 3,4, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Christiansen in view of Bennett (U.S. 
Patent No. 6, 697, 904) . 

11. Referring to claim 3, Christiansen fails to teach the steps 
of responding to the requests of the masters and attributing the 
highest priority to the master are performed by a host bridge. 

Christiansen, however does teach a host bridge (see item 16 
in figure 1) and further teaches the arbitration logic can be 
included within any module in the system (see lines 17-33 of 
column 5) . 

Bennett teaches in an analogous system, the arbitration 
logic, located within the host bridge (see item 57 in figure 5) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
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method of Christiansen with the above teachings of Bennett. One 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's 
invention would have been motivated to make such modification 
because Christiansen teaches the arbitration logic can be within 
any module in the system and Bennett teaches that arbitration 
logic is conventionally located within a host bridge (see 
paragraph bridging columns 2 and 3) . 

12, Referring to claim 4, Christiansen teaches stopping the 
response to the requests of the masters is carried out by 
outputting a stop signal (see lines 27-37 of column 6; note the 
"ARBcrit" signal is a stop signal) . 

13. Referring to claim 7, Christiansen teaches a peripheral 
device interconnect structure comprising: 

a bus (see item 12 in figure 1) ; 

a plurality of peripheral devices connected to the bus, the 
peripheral devices are considered as a group, each of the 
peripheral devices embedding a master (see items 24 and 26 in 
figure 1 and lines 34-45 of column 4); 

a host bridge connected to the bus (see item 16 in figure 
1 ) ; and 

arbitration logic operable to: 
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respond to a plurality of requests from each of the masters 
according to a predefined orderly rotation (see lines 34-56 of 
column 5) ; 

receive information indicating that a data transfer for one 
of the master is ready (see lines 27-37 of column 6); and 

stop responding to the requests from each of the masters 
according to the predefined orderly rotation when receiving 
information indicating that a data for one of the peripheral 
devices is ready in order to attribute the highest priority to 
the peripheral device for granting use of the bus (see lines 27- 
37 of column 6) . 

Christiansen fails to teach the arbitration logic is within 
the host bridge connected to the bus, however Christiansen does 
teach the arbitration logic can be included within any module in 
the system (see lines 17-33 of column 5) . 

Bennett teaches in an analogous system, the arbitration 
logic, located within the host bridge (see item 57 in figure 5) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
method of Christiansen with the above teachings of Bennett. One 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's 
invention would have been motivated to make such modification 
because Christiansen teaches the arbitration logic can be within 
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any module in the system and Bennett teaches that arbitration 
logic is conventionally located within a host bridge (see 
paragraph bridging columns 2 and 3) . 

14, Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Christiansen in view of Bennett as applied to 
claim 7 above, and further in view of Rossum (U.S. Patent No. 

6, 622,207) . 

15. Referring to claim 8, the combination of Christiansen and 
Bennett fails to teach the host bridge is connected to a data 
storage device from which the host bridge receives information 
indicating that a data transfer is ready. 

Rossum teaches, in an analogous system, receiving 
information indicating that a data transfer is ready from a 
storage device (see lines 23-45 of column 18). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
combination of Christiansen and Bennett with the above teachings 
of Rossum. One of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention would have been motivated to make such 
modification in order to make better use of bus requests to 
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ensure unneeded data is not fetched as suggested by Rossum (see 
lines 31-39 of column 3) . 

Response to Arguments 

16. Applicant's arguments filed 6/15/05 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. The applicant argues: 

1) Christiansen teaches dividing the plurality of devices 
into two groups, whereas the present invention the master 
devices are in the same group (see items 1-3 on page 4 of 
applicant's remark's) . 

17. As per argument 1, the Examiner disagrees. At lines 39-49 
of column 8, Christiansen describes a situation in which all of 
the masters are treated as a group. Christiansen teaches, "In 
the case of non-real time operations, the bus master device of 
second priority can request access to the system bus using its 
request line, and can be awarded system bus control via the 
equal access arbitration scheme." At lines 47-54 of column 5, 
Christiansen teaches the equal access arbitration scheme is a 
round robin arbitration scheme. To implement a round robin 
arbitration scheme, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the applicant's invention would appreciate that all of the 
devices participating in this method of arbitration would 
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necessarily need to be treated as a group in order to determine 
which master should be serviced next, which one is to be 
serviced after that, which one is to be serviced last before 
starting the rotation over again, etc. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Eron J. 
Sorrell whose telephone number is 571 272-4160. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00AM - 5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Dov Popovici can be 
reached on 571-272-4083. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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July 18, 2005 




